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what if you have a limited budget? The February
issue of Bird Watching — the commercial publication
— has an excellent review of binoculars under €200.
This reviews about 12 of the best value models in
very detailed fashion. Separately, there is a review of
ACE Optics new telescope offering - the Multiview
80 — at less than €450 this seems to represent
excellent value — optically it cannot be up with the
leading brands but at less than a quarter of their price
it could be a an excellent choice!

If anyone would like copies of these reviews you can
contact me.

NS

BIRDS IN POETRY

Wheatear by Michael Longley, first published in
Snow Water in 2004, was recently reproduced in The
Lake Without A Name, a beautiful collection
commemorating Longley’s association with County
Mayo. Again, he celebrates in lyrical language the
natural beauty of Carrigskeewaun, while relating to
the panic of the trapped ‘wheatear from Africa’
before rejoicing in its restoration to freedom.
Pat Finnegan

WHEATEAR
Poem beginning with a line of J.M. Synge

Brown lark beside the sun
Supervising Carrigskeewaun

In late May, marsh marigolds
And yellow flags, trout at the low
Bridge hesitating, even

The raven’s ramshackle nest -
Applaud yourself, applaud me

As I find inside the cottage

A wheatear from Africa

Banging against the windowpane
And hold in my hands her creamy-
Buff underparts and white rump
And carry her to the door

And she joins you beside the sun
Before skimming across the dunes
To mimic in a rabbit hole

Among silverweed and speedwell
My panic, my breathlessness.

Michael Longley

Acknowledgements to Jonathan Cape and The
Blackstaff Press.

BLACKWITS

On the 24th of February 2007, during a very
enjoyable branch weekend in Northern Ireland, we
visited the RSPB Belfast Lough reserve. This site
has a super-deluxe glazed hide. The group was
delighted to see a flock of up to 50 Black-tailed
Godwit feeding (to my surprise) on grain that had
been put out by warden Anthony McGeehan. We
were able to see the birds to within a few feet as they
fed completely oblivious to our presence. It was soon
noticed by group members that some of the birds had
been marked with colour rings. The birds were
marked with two coloured rings on the tibia (i.e.
above the knee) of each leg. In all, we managed to
record five different combinations: 1. Left leg:

orange above red. Right leg: red above red; 2. Left
leg: yellow above yellow. Right leg: red above a
white band with black X's on it; 3. Left leg: green
above black. Right leg: Orange above white; 4. Left
leg: orange above green. Right leg: red above a
white band with black X's on it; 5. Left leg: red
above green. Right leg: yellow above red.

The Black-tailed Godwits that winter in Ireland are
from the Icelandic breeding population, so we
expected that they would have come from there. A
bit of research on the internet showed that this colour
marking scheme for godwits is run jointly by the
Farlington Ringing Group (Hampshire, UK) and the
University of East Anglia (Norfolk, UK). Many
thanks to Pete Potts of the Farlington Group who
sent back details of the birds that we saw. OR RR (1
above) was ringed a s chick in Iceland in 2002 and
had been recorded at Belfast every winter since than,
but was also seen at Leidschendam in the west of the
Netherlands in 2004. YY RX (2 above) was a male
ringed

as an adult in Iceland in 2003; it was
recorded at Belfast in 2003, 2004, 2006 and 2007,
but also wandered to Norway, the Faroe Islands and
Cheshire (UK) in 2004 and was seen in Sussex in
southern England in 2005. GN OW (3 above) was
ringed in the Wash in eastern England, but
unfortunately I didn't receive any more information
than this. OG RX (4 above) was a male that was
ringed as an adult in Iceland in 2003 (same flock as
YY RX!). It has been recorded in winter at Belfast in
2003, 2004, 2006 and 2007 and has not been
recorded anywhere else; nobody knows where it was
in 2005. The last bird RG YR (5 above) was ringed
on 3rd July 2006 at Reykholar, in north- west
Iceland, as a chick. It was next recorded in
Stornoway, Scotland, in 2006 and was at Belfast in
2006 and 2007.
It is fascinating to look at the sightings records and
realise how widely the birds that we might casually
look at in Ireland travel. Thanks are due to Marianne
ten Cate who organised the weekend.

Chris Peppiatt

WWW.euring.org

CATTLE EGRETS — THE BIGGER
PICTURE

Ian Brophy’s excellent piece on the first Cattle
Egrets ever recorded in Co Galway is in fact part of a
much more dramatic story. This winter Cattle Egrets
have been sighted in several parts of Ireland mostly
in the Cork and Kerry area. What Ian recorded were
most likely the first birds that will eventually
colonise Ireland in the manner of the Little Egret.
When it comes to colonizing new areas the Cattle
Egret is arguably the world’s most successful bird.
Originally confined to Africa, Asia and southern
Europe, during the past hundred years or so it has
extended its range to reach Australasian and North
and South America. It also holds the honour of being
one of only two species to have been recorded in all
seven of the world’s continents — including
Antarctica. (The other, by the way, is that great
global voyager the Arctic Tern.)
Cattle Egret is also the only Old World species to
have colonized the New World from the east. It did
so in the early 20" century, when a violent storm
blew a flock off course and across the Atlantic
Ocean from Africa. Having landed in Guyana, they
soon proceeded to colonise most of the Americas —
thanks to their ability to take advantage of domestic
livestock such as cattle.
In the past few decades Cattle Egrets have moved
northwards at an astonishing rate and they now breed
in good numbers in places as close as Brittany and
Normandy.
So we would hope, within the next few years, to hear
from Ian and other observers that the Cattle Egret
has become Ireland’s latest breeding resident.
(I acknowledge Stephen Moss’s ‘Bird Watch’ article
in a recent Guardian newspaper for the these facts)
NS

FORTHCOMING PROGRAMME

For further details and queries, please contact
Marianne at 091-552519 or 091 862566
mariannetencate(@gmail.com

Saturday 1 March, short outing at Nimmo’s Pier
with Tim Griffin et al., 10.30am.

Saturday 8 March, Galway Bay count. Those
interested in taking part, please, contact Chris
Peppiatt at 091-862566 or 086-63125356.
Wednesday 12 March, monthly branch meeting,
Anno Santo, 8pm. All members are welcome to
attend the monthly branch meetings!

Friday 14 March, South Africa — a beat about the
bush, an illustrated talk by John Carey, member of
BirdWatch Galway. Anno Santo, 8pm. All welcome.
Weekend 4-6 April, branch outing to the
BirdWatch/RSPB Conference in Co. Wicklow.
Places in the hotel are very limited. Marianne has
pre-booked some so if interested in accommodation
and sharing transport (possibly mini-bus), contact
Marianne before 23 February!

Saturday 5 April, short outing at Nimmo’s Pier with
Tim Griffin et al., 10.30am.

Wednesday 16 April, monthly Branch meeting,
Anno Santo, 8pm.

Saturday 12 April, annual Bird Race. Teams of two
or more can take part from dawn till dusk anywhere
in County Galway. All birds recorded have to be
seen by at least two participants
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Marsh Harrier Angliham, Lough Corrib F/lmm. 01.10.07|TG

Hen Harrier Angliham, Lough Corrib F 01.10.07|TG
Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 01.10.07|TG

Little Egret Kilcaimin/Traught 16 01.10.07|TG
Merlin Stradbally 1 02.10.07|PT
Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 02.10.07|TG
Crossbill Cloosh 6 02.10.07|TG

Arctic Skua Silver Strand, Galway City 1 02.10.07|TG
Mediterranean Gull Rossaveal 1 03.10.07|TG
Kumlien's Gull Rossaveal 1stW| 03.10.07|TG
Marsh Harrier Rusheen Bay, Galway City F/lmm. 06.10.07|PT
Lapland Bunting Trawmore, Inishmore 1 06.10.07|DB
Merlin Trawmore, Inishmore 1 06.10.07|DB
Yellow-browed Warbler Kilronan, Inishmore 1 06.10.07|DB
Dipper Loughrea town 1 06.10.07|PC
Curlew Sandpiper Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 06.10.07|TG
Wigeon Rahasane Turlough 600 07.10.07|PC
Shoveler Rahasane Turlough 12 07.10.07|PC
Pochard Rahasane Turlough 2 07.10.07|PC
Golden Plover Rahasane Turlough 500 07.10.07|PC
Peregrine Rahasane Turlough 1 07.10.07|PC
Yellow-browed Warbler Inishmore 9 07.10.07|DB

Reed Warbler Inishmore 1 07.10.07|DB
Whinchat Inishmore 1 07.10.07|DB
Spotted Flycatcher Inishmore 1 07.10.07|DB
Chiffchaff Inishmore 6 07.10.07|DB

Little Egret Tawin 6 08.10.07|CC
Kumlien's Gull Rossaveal 2ndW| 08.10.07|DB
Mediterranean Gull Rossaveal AW 08.10.07|DB
Iceland Gull Rossaveal 1stW| 08.10.07|TG

Little Stint Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 09.10.07|TC & TG (1)
Black Redstart Inishmore 1 09.10.07|PT

Turtle Dove Inishmore 1 09.10.07|PT

Pied Flycatcher Inishmore 1 09.10.07|PT
Barnacle Goose Silver Strand, Galway City 2 10.10.07|TG
Bar-tailed Godwit Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 14.10.07|TC (2)
Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 9 14.10.07|MD

Ruff Rahasane Turlough 3 (A&2-Juv.) 14.10.07|MD

Little Gull Mutton Island, Galway City Juv. 15.10.07|MD
Curlew Sandpiper Rusheen Bay, Galway City Juv. 15.10.07|PT (3)
Snowy Owl Near Moycullen. F 16.10.07

Sabine's Gull Galway docks Juv. 16.10.07|MD
Whooper Swan Luimnagh, Lough Corrib 7 17.10.07\DC
Whooper Swan Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 21 17.10.07|TC & TG (4)
Whooper Swan Rahasane Turlough 30 17.10.07|MD & AOD
Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 29 17.10.07|MD & AOD
Ruff Rahasane Turlough 3 17.10.07|MD & AOD
Little Stint Rahasane Turlough 1 17.10.07|MD & AOD
Snowy Owl Bealadangan, Connemara. 1 18.10.07

Redwing Salthill, Galway City Many| 19.10.07|AOD & CP (5)
Marsh Harrier Angliham, Lough Corrib F/lmm. 19.10.07|TG

Hen Harrier Angliham, Lough Corrib F 19.10.07|TG
Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City Sub-A| 20.10.07|PT
Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 20.10.07|PT
Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 56 21.10.07|TG
Merlin Curraghline, Lough Corrib 21.10.07|TC

Grey Plover Rahasane Turlough 2 21.10.07|MD (6)
Ruff Rahasane Turlough 1 21.10.07|TG
Greenland Wheatear Mutton Island, Galway City 1 22.10.07|MD
House Martin Salthill, Galway City 1 22.10.07|SG

Arctic Skua Silver Strand, Galway City 2 22.10.07|TG
Carrion Crow Inveran 1 23.10.07|AOD
Collared Pratincole Ballyconneely 1 24.10.07|AOCD
Red-rumped Swallow Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 24.10.07|PT (7)
Chaffinch Rusheen Bay, Galway City 4,065 24.10.07|PT (7)
Siskin Rusheen Bay, Galway City 240 24.10.07|PT (7)
Wheatear Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 24.10.07|PT (7)
Swallow Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 24.10.07|PT (7)
Arctic Tern Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 24.10.07|PT
Slavonian Grebe Doohulla, Ballyconneely Bay 2 25.10.07|TT

Little Gull Silver Strand, Galway City 2 26.10.07|TG

Great Skua Silver Strand, Galway City 2 27.10.07|PT

Arctic Skua Silver Strand, Galway City 4 27.10.07|PT
Spotted Redshank Kilcaimin 1 27.10.07|TG
Mediterranean Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2ndW 28.10.07|MD
Spotted Redshank Mutton Island Causeway, Galway City 1 29.10.07|PT
Mediterranean Gull Rahasane Turlough 1stW 29.10.07|MD & PL
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Spotted Redshank Rahasane Turlough 1 29.10.07|MD & PL

Ruff Rahasane Turlough 3 29.10.07|MD & PL
Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2ndW 29.10.07|MD & PL

Hen Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib 7 ringtail 29.10.07|AOD
Short-eared Owl Curraghline, Lough Corrib 1 29.10.07|AOD

Glaucous Gull Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1stW 30.10.07|PT

Common Buzzard Rosscahill 1 31.10.07|PR

Snow Bunting Doorus 1 31.10.07|PT
White-rumped Sandpiper Inishbofin. 2 01.11.07|Many observers
Mourning Dove Inishbofin 1 02.11.07|AMcG (8)

Hen Harrier Ballindiff Bay, Lough Corrib F 02.11.07|DC

Merlin Claregalway 1 03.11.07|JG

Common Buzzard Claregalway 1 03.11.07|JG

Curlew Sandpiper Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 03.11.07|RV & OF
Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 03.11.07|Many observers
Mediterranean Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 03.11.07|Many observers
Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2AW| 03.11.07|Many observers
Black-headed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City Leuc. 03.11.07|Many observers
Yellow-browed Warbler Inishbofin 3-4 03.11.07|Many observers
Black Redstart Inishbofin 1 03.11.07|Many observers
Brambling Inishbofin 3 03.11.07|Many observers
Grey Phalarope Inishbofin 4 03.11.07|Many observers
Chough Inishbofin 4 03.11.07|Many observers
Brent Goose Angliham, Lough Corrib 3 03.11.07|TG (9)
American Golden Plover Rahasane Turlough 1 04.11.07|MD

Ruff Rahasane Turlough 4 (A&3-Juv.) 04.11.07|MD

Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 38 04.11.07|PC

Wigeon Rahasane Turlough 2,000 04.11.07|PC

Golden Plover Rahasane Turlough 5,000 04.11.07|PC

Black-tailed Godwit Rahasane Turlough 700 04.11.07|PC

Lapwing Rahasane Turlough 4,000 04.11.07|PC

Peregrine Rahasane Turlough 1 04.11.07|PC

Fieldfare Rahasane Turlough 300 04.11.07|PC

Peregrine Kilcaimin Juv. F 05.11.07|BOM

Snowy Owl near SuperValu, Barna 1 05.11.07|RH

Black Redstart Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 06.11.07|PT

Snow Bunting Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 06.11.07|PT

Wheatear Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 06.11.07|PT

Curlew Sandpiper Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 06.11.07|PT & TG

Little Auk found dead near Spiddal 1 09.11.07|FMacL
Slavonian Grebe Oranmore Bay 1 10.11.07|JC, BB & CP
Scaup Lough Atalia, Galway City F 10.11.07|JC, BB & CP
Long-tailed Duck Lough Atalia, Galway City 1 10.11.07|JC, BB & CP
Spotted Redshank Kilcaimin 3 11.11.07|PT

Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 82 11.11.07|PC

Whooper Swan Rahasane Turlough 127, 11.11.07|PC

Pintail Rahasane Turlough 52 11.11.07|PC

Golden Plover Rahasane Turlough 6,500 11.11.07|PC

Dipper Loughrea town 1 14.11.07JC

Water Pipit Inishroo/Mountscribe, Nr. Kinvara 1 15.11.07|PT
Mediterranean Gull Inishroo/Mountscribe, Nr. Kinvara 3 15.11.07|PT

Common Sandpiper Inishroo/Mountscribe, Nr. Kinvara 1 15.11.07|PT

Little Egret Rusheen Bay, Galway City 2 16.11.07|PT

Jackdaw Rusheen Bay, Galway City 745 16.11.07|PT

argentatus race Herring Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 17.11.07|TG

Marsh Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib Juv. 18.11.07|AOD

Hen Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib 5 ringtail 18.11.07|AOD

Little Egret Rusheen Bay, Galway City 2 18.11.07|JC & TG
Spotted Redshank Kilcaimin 1 19.11.07|BOM

Hen Harrier Ballindiff Bay, Lough Corrib Juv. 19.11.07|DC

Hen Harrier Ballindiff Bay, Lough Corrib F 20.11.07|DC

Marsh Harrier Ballindiff Bay, Lough Corrib F 20.11.07|DC

Common Buzzard Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 21.11.07|PT

Peregrine Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 21.11.07|PT

Slavonian Grebe Silver Strand, Galway City 1 21.11.07|PT

Snow Bunting Rusheen Bay, Galway City 16 21.11.07|PT

Little Gull Rusheen Bay, Galway City 2 21.11.07|PT

Iceland Gull Rossaveal 1 22.11.07|TG

Long-tailed Duck Coral Strand, Carraroe 5 23.11.07|JAOD
Mediterranean Gull Rossaveal 2AW 23.11.07|AOD

Marsh Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib Juv. 23.11.07|AOCD

Hen Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib 2 ringtail 23.11.07|AOCD

Kingfisher Curraghline, Lough Corrib 1 23.11.07|AOD

Hen Harrier Luimnagh, Lough Corrib 2 (M&F) 23.11.07|DC

Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1stW 27.11.07|MD

Iceland Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 01.12.07|TC

Hen Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib 6 (2F&4Juv.) 01.12.07|AOD & CP
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Brambling Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 02.12.07|PT
Kumlien's Gull Rossaveal 2ndW| 02.12.07)MD
Iceland Gull Rossaveal 2ndW| 02.12.07)MD
Mediterranean Gull Rossaveal 2AW 03.12.07|AOD
Long-tailed Duck Coral Strand, Carraroe 5 03.12.07]JAOD
Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 4 (3A&2W) 03.12.07]MD
Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 03.12.07]MD
Hen Harrier Oughterard 2 ringtail 04.12.07]AOD
argentatus race Herring Gull, Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 04.12.07|MD
Hen Harrier Oughterard F 05.12.07|AOD
Snow Bunting Letterfore, Oughterard M 06.12.07|AOD
American Herring Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 07.12.07|TC (10)
Green Sandpiper Shiven River, west of Ballinamore Bridge 1 12.12.07|PT
Kingfisher Shiven River, west of Ballinamore Bridge 1 12.12.07|PT
Merlin Shiven River, west of Ballinamore Bridge 1 12.12.07|PT
Twite Rusheen Bay, Galway City 2 14.12.07|PT (11)
Glaucous X Herring Gull Hyb. Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 15.12.07|TG
Marsh Harrier Muckrush, Nr. Lough Corrib Imm. 16.12.07|MK & NS
Common Buzzard Ballyhale, Nr. Lough Corrib 1 17.12.07|SGr (12)
Hen Harrier Oughterard M 17.12.07|AOD
Purple Sandpiper Inveran 26 19.12.07|TG
Hen Harrier Cloonnacat M 20.12.07|PT
Crossbill Cloonnacat 2 20.12.07|PT
Kumlien's Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2ndW 20.12.07|TG
Long-tailed Duck Traught 1 21.12.07|TG
Black-throated Diver Traught 1 21.12.07|TG
Common Buzzard south of Dunmore 1 22.12.07|PT
Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 91 22.12.07|TG
Greylag Goose Rahasane Turlough 1 22.12.07|TG
Forster's Tern Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 2412.07|TC& TG (13)
Cattle Egret Cartron, Nr. Corrandulla 4 24.12.07]1B (14)
Sandwich Tern Mutton Island Causeway, Galway City 5 25.12.07|TG
Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 3 25.12.07|TG
Marsh Harrier Angliham, Lough Corrib F/lmm. 25.12.07|TG
Glaucous X Herring Gull Hyb. Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 26.12.07|TG
Kumlien's Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2ndW 26.12.07|TG
Kumlien's Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2ndW 28.12.07|DB
Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 (1stW&AW) 28.12.07|DB
Glaucous X Herring Gull Hyb. Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 28.12.07|DB
argentatus race Herring Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 28.12.07|DB
Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 28.12.07|DB
Ring-billed Gull Waterside, Galway City 1stW 28.12.07|DB
Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 3 29.12.07|DB
Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 3 29.12.07|DB
Sandwich Tern Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 3 29.12.07|DB
Greenland White-fronted Goose Belclare Turlough 38 30.12.07|PT
Glaucous Gull Rusheen Bay, Galway City 3rdW 30.12.07|CP
Twite Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 30.12.07|TG
Little Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW 30.12.07|TG
Surf Scoter Silver Strand, Galway City 1stW F 31.12.07|PT
Peregrine Rusheen Bay, Galway City 1 31.12.07|PT
Little Egret Traught 2 31.12.07|TG
LATE NEWS

Ruddy Shelduck Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 25.08.07\DMcN
Sabine's Gull Durras 1 31.09.07|FF
ABBREVIATIONS

Imm. = Immature; Juv. = Juvenile; A = Adult; S = Summer; W = Winter; M = male; F = female;

Hyb. = Hybrid; Leuc = leucistic.

NOTES

1 = Still present 13.10.07.

2 = Netherlands colour ringed.

3 = Still present on 24.10.07.

4 = Flying south towards Co. Clare.

5 = Overhead migrants at night..

6 = Unusual inland. CONTRIBUTORS

7 = Visible migration from 08:30 to 14:00.

TG = Tim Griffin; PT = Paul Troake; DB = Dermot Breen; PC = Pete Capsey;

8 = Still present until at least 09.11.07.

CC = Chris Cook; TC = Tom Cuffe; MD = Michael Davis; DC= Deirdre Comerford;

9 = In flight over Lough Corrib.

AO'D = Aonghus O'Donaill; CP = Chris Peppiatt; SG = Sean Gavin; TT = Tom Tarpey;

10 = Seen again on the 08, 26, 28 & 29.12.07.

PL = Pat Lonergan; PR = Pat Roberts; AMcG = Anthony McGeehan;

11 = Again present on 30.12.07.

JG = Jim Glennon; RV = Robert Vaughan; OF = Owen Foley;

12 = Still present at the end of the quarter.

BOM = Breandan O Madagéin; RH = Ronan Hennessy;

13 = Still present at the end of the quarter.

FMacL = Fearghas MacLochlainn; JC = John Carey; BB = Brid Browne;

14 = At least 3 still present at the end of the quarter.

MK = Marty Kerrane; NS = Neil Sharkey; SGr = Sean Greaney; IB = lan Brophy;

DMcN = Darren McNeill; FF = Frank Flanagan.
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