
CAIRDE EANLAITH NA GAILLIMHE 
BIRDWATCH GALWAY 

www.birdwatchgalway.org 
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER – EDITOR: NEIL SHARKEY 

Telephone: 086 1680856   e-mail:neilsharkey@eircom.net 
Issue No. 61 May 2008 

This is a local forum newsletter – 
contributions and comments are 
most welcome. 
Distributed by e mail only 

BRANCH MATTERS 
 

In the last Newsletter I mentioned that our chairman 
had handed over the baton at the January AGM. 
Since then Pat Finnegan has kept us on the straight 
and narrow. He also organises the lectures and 
contributes the poetry item for the Newsletter. But, 
needless to say, there are several other members 
always present at meetings and contributing to 
events. Deirdre Comerford is our Treasurer and is 
often seen wielding begging bowls of various 
descriptions and selling goodies. Neil Sharkey 
produces the quarterly Newsletter, this being his 61st, 
and welcomes contributions from any of our 
members – or visitors who would like to share their 
experiences with BirdWatch Galway. Chris Peppiatt 
maintains our web site and keeps the records of 
bird sightings, which he presents every quarter in 
the Newsletter. Please, keep him busy by sending 
him more!! Tim Griffin also has a major input into 
the records and he hosts the monthly short outings 
at Nimmo’s Pier. These outings run from September 
till May and are very informative. If you haven’t had 
a chance to come along, give it a try next season. 
One of the members you will meet there is Tom 
Cuffe, who is introducing Birdforum in this 
Newsletter and has produced a photographic CD for 
BirdWatch Galway entitled Birds Galway 2006-
2007. We mentioned his site of bird photography, 
www.iol.ie/~birdsgalway, before. Another 
photographer in our midst is Michael Davis who also 
has made pictures available for publication on a 
number of occasions.  
Does the above mean that one has to be an expert 
at one thing or another to be an active member of 
BirdWatch Galway? Not at all. Of course, most of 
our active members have a keen interest in birds. 
But, what really matters is their commitment to 
BirdWatch and their willingness to attend meetings, 
lectures and other events, help with surveys and/or 
come up with suggestions for branch activities. That 
is what shapes a branch and keeps it vibrant. 
Therefore, it is each and every member who counts 
and it would be nice to see more of our members 
become involved in one way or another. You will be 
welcomed with open arms! 
                   Marianne ten Cate 
P.S. By the way, I am the branch secretary. 

 
TRICKS UP THE SLIEVE 

 
Since reading about Hen Harrier research at 
Derrybrien wind farm in the Slieve Aughties, I 
ventured to lure a few fellow twitchers up there on 
the last Sunday in March. My comrades this time, 
Neil Sharkey and Pete Capsey, were more than 
willing - so much so, that Neil arrived an hour early! 
(Perhaps that could be accredited to Pete and I 
forgetting to put our clocks forward?) 
The damp farmland on the foothills of the mountains 
provided us with our first real tick of the day- a Jack 
Snipe. It subsequently provided us with another 
good view as we confirmed the id on foot. Busy 

Meadow Pipits and the occasional Stonechat dotted 
the bleak landscape. The perfectly empty sky was 
momentarily interrupted by a passing flock of 
Golden Plover, just as the road turned right for the 
wind farm. 
A good road bordered by vast conifers became our 
avenue to the site. Stopping for a leg-stretch down 
one of many forestry roads gave brief glimpses of 
Redpoll and Siskins (in the wild!) The evergreens 
then provided acoustics for tits, Chaffinches and the 
cock-sure Wrens. Parking at the entrance to the 
wind farm, two different pairs of  “Common” 
Crossbills waited patiently for us to alight and watch 
them for several minutes before disappearing over 
the thick canopy. A great sighting. 
A brisk walk through the churning turbines leading 
to a most spectacular viewpoint provided only a 
daring glimpse of a pair of Hen Harriers. As they 
dipped over the horizon we headed back to the car, 
adding a speeding Merlin to our list. Lunch was then 
unanimously decided upon. 
As we sat on old tree stumps, binocs and sambos in 
hand, a Kestrel provided some entertainment before 
moving off, only to be replaced by a pair of circling 
Sparrowhawks! The vantage point from our al 
fresco dining area was about to get even better 
when the soaring silhouette of a Common Buzzard 
interrupted our soup slurping. That left us warmer 
inside than the best soup in the world! The secret to 
a good days twitching turns out to be in the 
knowledge of when to stop for lunch. 

John Carey 
 

www.birdforum.net 
 
Birdforum is one of a number of website catering to 
the needs of the birding world. I joined Birdforum in 
June 2006, mainly to find out about digiscoping. 
This was a great help and still is, with regular 
contributions from birders from around the globe 
discussing the latest equipment.  
I was searching for references to Ireland and 
Galway and came across the county Louth 
discussion tread started on 25th February 2005 by 
Breffni Martin which to date has 1815 messages on 
a wide range of topics all relating to birding. I 
thought it would be a good idea to start one for 
Galway. So on the 20th January I posted the first 
message. There are 245 messages as of the 21st 
April and 8,167 views to the site which averages out 
at just fewer than 3 messages per day and 88 visits 
to the site per day. There are a few main 
contributors to the site and it would be nice to get 
even more to join in the tread in whatever way they 
want. One of the advantages of an active tread is 
the message and sometimes the replies are very 
quick 
There are some very good birdwatchers in Galway 
who have a wealth of talent and knowledge, which 
could be of great benefit to the wider birding 
community and the Birdforum, could be an ideal 
place to glean some of the knowledge. If the not so 
expert and even the expert need a question 

answered on any aspect of birding, ID help, what 
did you see today and where, where is the best 
place to see a particular bird, photographic help, 
books and magazines, some one on the forum 
might just have the answer; if not they may know 
someone who does. It is easy to join by following 
the online instruction and you don’t have to join to 
read the messages. Chris Peppiatt has a link on the 
BirdWatch Galway web site on the links page and 
this is the best way to access the site. 
We are also keeping a count on the number of 
different species seen in Galway for 2008. The 
current total is 146. There are a number of notable 
species not on the list at the moment, for example 
the Barn Owl; has anyone seen one this year? By 
the way, as a sensible precaution do not post on 
line the location of where you have seen certain 
species like the Barn Owl and, say, the Peregrine 
Falcon and, in particular, do not reveal nest sites. 
When making contributions try to avoid 
abbreviations as some people might not be familiar 
with them. So come on and join in even if the first 
message is just to say hello and let us know you 
view the messages and maybe some day post a 
message, whether it’s a question or an answer. 

Tom Cuffe 
 

EVOLUTION IS FOR THE BIRDS 
  
Alighting from a nearby bush 
A blackbird or perhaps a thrush 
Cocks an adaptive ear for sound 
Of something moving underground 
Then drags out the wriggling prey 
Flaps t -he wings and flies away 
By instinct bringing home the food 
For squawking open-mouthed brood 
  
Another day another bird 
Hops round to look for something hard 
On which by hammering she could break 
The snail in her adaptive beak. 
  
And so in evolutionary terms 
It's just hard luck on snails and worms. 
 

Alf MacLochlainn 
 

BIRDING IN DONEGAL 
 
I started my time up in Donegal in May 2006.  As I 
was based in Glenveagh National Park I became 
familiar with some of the park’s specialities, namely 
Golden Eagle and Red-throated Diver.  To date 50 
Scottish born eagles have been released.  It is 
hoped that a further 25 birds will be released. The 
big news here last year was the birth of an eagle, 
the first in the Republic of Ireland in about 100 
years.  Two eggs were laid and hatched but, as is 
normal with large eagles, only one chick survived.  
The remains of at least 10 Hares, 2 Badger cubs, 1 
Fox cub and 2 Red Grouse were found at the nest 
site.  The chick was seen up until at least mid- 
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winter.  The other park speciality is of course the 
Red-throated Diver, locally known as the Rain 
Goose.  It is estimated that only around 6 pairs 
breed in Ireland each year.  Their strange calls 
remind me of a mixture of Red Grouse, goose and 
gull calls.  They usually nest on the smaller isolated 
lochans and feed on the larger loughs or even along 
the coastline.  As soon as the chicks are capable of 
flying the whole family moves to the coast. 
The Lough Swilly system is the most productive site 
in this large county for wetland birds.  The site is 
internationally important for Whooper Swan 
(c.2000), Greylag (c.3000) and Greenland White-
fronted Geese (c.1000).  It is the single most 
important wintering site in Ireland for the first two, 
particularly during October and November when 
large numbers use the site as a staging area.  The 
two outstanding “sub-sites” within the system are 
Inch Lough with its surrounding levels and Blanket 
Nook.  During the last two winters I have seen 22 
species of duck between these two man made 
lagoons, highlights being American Black Duck, 
Green-winged Teal (4), Garganey (5), Ring-necked 
Duck (3-5), Lesser Scaup (2), Surf Scoter, Smew 
(2) and Goosander.  I’ve encountered a good 
number of Whooper Swans, Greylag, White-fronted 
and Brent Geese with neck collars and leg rings 
also.  Due to the large concentrations of wildfowl 
and waders, birds of prey are often present with 
especially good numbers of Buzzards.  This site is 
one of the last strongholds for both Yellowhammers 
and Tree Sparrows in Donegal because of the large 
number of cereal fields. 
Killybegs is probably best known for gulls and its 
unpleasant aroma that can often be detected a mile 
or two away with the right wind conditions!  Herring 
Gulls can number in their thousands here.  Small 
gulls are usually quite scarce but Mediterranean, 
Little and Ring-billed have been seen. White-winged 
gulls also feature prominently during the winter 
months particularly. Counts of up to 50 Iceland Gull 
have been made here with Glaucous present in 
smaller numbers.  Due to the large numbers of 
gulls, species and subspecies such as Kumlien’s 
(annual), Thayers (2), American Herring, Yellow-
legged, Caspian, Ross’s Gull have been recorded.  
There are always a few unusual and strange 
hybrids present which will have you scratching your 
head. 
Donegal can also be productive for seawatching 
with a choice of viewpoints such as Rocky Point, 
Aranmore Island, Melmore Head, Fanad Head, 
Malin Head and Bloody Foreland.  The latter site 
would be my local patch.  I’ve noticed that Manx 
Shearwater numbers here are always quite low.  On 
a good seawatch in September, Sooty Shearwaters 
will often outnumber Manx.  In my two years here 
I’ve been fortunate to witness big movements of 
Great Shearwater, a very scarce bird in Galway.  
2007 proved particularly productive.  On the 9th 
September Brad Robson estimated that 3000 birds 
passed Tory Island.  I only had around 150 in a very 
quick seawatch the same evening.  Interestingly, 

over 7000 were seen passing the Outer Herbrides 
on 8th September while 4000 passed Annagh Head 
in Mayo on 10th September.  I counted 656 passing 
back on 26th August 2006 here also.  Other good 
birds seen in the last two years include Balearic 
Shearwater, Leach’s Storm Petrel, Sabine’s and 
Little Gull, while seabirds such as Soft-plumaged 
Petrel, Wilson’s Storm Petrel, Cory’s Shearwater 
and Long-tailed Skua have all been recorded from 
Donegal headlands and from pelagics. 

There are many spots in Donegal which 
I’ve hadn’t had time to go into detail here including 
Tory Island (Corncrakes, seabirds and autumn 
migrants), Donegal Bay (sea ducks, divers, 
wildfowl), Malin Head (wintering Barnacle Geese) 
and New Lake just outside Dunfanaghy to name a 
few.  Like most counties in Ireland, Donegal is very 
underwatched and really deserves a lot more 
attention.                                         

      Dermot Breen                                                   
 

BIRDS IN POETRY 
 
Ted Kooser, an American Poet Laureate and winner 
of the Pulizer Prize for his Delights and Shadows, is 
acknowledged as a master of the short poem and a 
worthy successor to Robert Frost. His poems have 
a quiet reflective core and At Nightfall is a wonderful 
blend of descriptive detail, delight in nature and 
thoughtful engagement with contemporary 
problems. 
           Pat Finnegan 
 

At Nightfall 
 
In feathers the color of dusk, a swallow, 
up under the shadowy eaves of the barn, 
weaves now, with skillful beak and chitter, 
one bright white feather into her nest 
to guide her flight home in the darkness. 
It has taken a hundred thousand years 
for a bird to learn this one trick with a feather, 
a simple thing. And the world is alive 
with such innocent progress. But to what  
safe place shall any of us return 
in the last smoky nightfall, 
when we in our madness have put the torch 
to the hope in every nest and feather? 
 

        Ted Kooser 
 
Acknowledgement: University of Pittsburgh Press 
for Flying at Night. 
 

A LOST BITTERN 
 
In early April a Bittern was found in Aran in an 
exhausted and dying condition. Local resident Mick 
O Connell, who could be described as BirdWatch’s 
official ‘representative’ on the island got the bird to 
Padraic Reaney who with great skill, patience and 
perseverance nursed the bird back to health. So, on 
April 30th the bird was released into the large reed 

habitat on the Corrib off the Curragh Line.Before 
release Chris Benson ringed it. For those present it 
was a great thrill to see this magnificent bird take to 
the wing and then settle into the reed beds – it’s 
natural home. I hope to have a photograph in the 
next issue. Great credit is due to Padraic and 
Aonghus O Donaill for all the hard work and 
dedication they put into this.                                 NS                   
 

BIRD ATLAS 2007-11 
 
To give members a chance to become familiar with 
the methodology of the Atlas survey we recently 
had an outing in the vicinity of Ballyloughan where 
three distinct habitats were visited: the woodlands of 
Merlin Park, the coast and its immediate hinterland 
and the urban area around GMIT and Renmore. It 
was a great way to get to know the ropes and do 
some useful work together. Between the 11 of us 
we recorded 46 species and so far confirmed 9 to 
be breeding while we expect to confirm at least 
another 20+ species to be breeding too.  There will 
be one more of these outings on Sunday June 15th 
so if you missed the first outing there is a second 
chance for you to become involved!  We are looking 
forward to seeing you then.                               MtC 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

This issue has a record number of contributors and I 
thank Dermot Breen, Alf MacLochlainn, John Carey, 
Tom Cuffe and others for this. The whole object of 
the newsletter is to act as a platform for members to 
become involved. So this response was most 
encouraging and I ask them and others to keep 
contributions coming in. The deadline for the new 
issue is end July – so let’s hear from you.         NS 

 
FORTHCOMING PROGRAMME 

 
For further details and queries, please contact 
mariannetencate@gmail.com or ring 091-552519. 
 
Wednesday 14 May, Branch Meeting, Anno 
Santo Hotel, Threadneedle Road, Salthill, 
8.00pm. All members are welcome to attend 
our monthly branch meetings! 
Sunday 18 May, National Dawn Chorus Day. 
Gather in the car park of the NUIG Sports 
Grounds at Dangan at 5.00am for an hour’s 
walk along the River Corrib under the 
guidance of experienced birdwatchers. 
Sunday 15 June, Bird Atlas outing to cover a 
tetrad in the vicinity of Renmore, Ballyloughan 
and Merlin Park (2 hours). Meet at 5pm in the 
car park at Ballyloughan. Previous experience 
is not required. 
Wednesday 18 June, Branch Meeting, Anno 
Santo Hotel, 8.00pm. This is the last meeting 
of the season. Monthly Branch meetings will 
resume in September 

mailto:mariannetencate@gmail.com
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 Species Location Number Date Observer
 Surf Scoter Silver Strand, Galway City 1st W F 01.01.08 Many obs. (1)
 Forster's Tern Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 01.01.08 Many obs. (2)
 Cattle Egret Cartron, Nr. Corrandulla 3 01.01.08 Many obs. (3)
 Glaucous Gull x Herring Gull Hyb. Mutton Island causeway, Galway City 1 01.01.08 TG (4)
 Sandwich Tern Mutton Island causeway, Galway City 4 01.01.08 TG
 Blackcap Knocknacarra, Galway City F 03.01.08 TG
 argentatus  Herring Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 04.01.08 TG
 Peregrine Nimmo's Pier, Galway City Pair 05.01.08 AOD
 Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 06.01.08 TG
 Kumlien's Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 06.01.08 TG
 Mediterranean Gull Rossaveal 2A 07.01.08 AOD
 Iceland Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 8 08.01.08 TG
 Hen Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib F 09.01.08 AOD
 Black Redstart Kinvara 1 12.01.08 PK, DC, JG, UF
 Purple Sandpiper Mutton Island Causeway, Galway City 1 12.01.08 TC
 American Herring Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 12.01.08 TC (5)
 Iceland Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 9 12.01.08 Many obs.
 Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 12.01.08 Many obs.
 Spotted Redshank Kilcaimin 2 13.01.08 TG
 Hen Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib 8 ringtail 13.01.08 AOD
 Sandwich Tern Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 4 13.01.08 JC & TG
 Little Egret Kilcaimin 5 15.01.08 TG
 Little Gull Mutton Island causeway, Galway City 2A 15.01.08 TG
 Long-eared Owl Moycullen 2 16.01.08 AOD
 Woodcock Moycullen 2 16.01.08 AOD
 argentatus  Herring Gull Mutton Island, Galway City 1 16.01.08 MD
 Greenshank Rusheen Bay, Galway City 29 17.01.08 PT
 argentatus  Herring Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City AW & 2ndW 18.01.08 MD
 Forster's Tern Loughnahulla Bay, Nr. Tawin 1 20.01.08 PT (6)
 Peregrine Loughnahulla Bay, Nr. Tawin 1 20.01.08 PT
 Pintail Mweenish Island, Nr. Tawin 12 20.01.08 PT
 Hen Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib 4 ringtail 20.01.08 AOD
 Purple Sandpiper Inveran 28 20.01.08 AOD
 American Herring Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1stW 24.01.08 MD (7)
 Common Scoter Blackrock, Salthill, Galway City 20+ 25.01.08 PT
 Mediterranean Gull Mutton Island, Galway City 1stW 25.01.08 PT
 Little Gull Mutton Island, Galway City 4 25.01.08 PT
 Chiffchaff Newtownlynch Pier 1 26.01.08 TG
 Water Pipit Loughaunrone, Nr. Oranmore 1 26.01.08 PT
 Pintail Loughaunrone, Nr. Oranmore 1 26.01.08 PT
 Black-tailed Godwit Oranmore Bay 400 26.01.08 PT
 Black-throated Diver Newtonlynch/Finvarra (Co. Clare) 5 26.01.08 TG
 Long-tailed Duck Newtonlynch/Finvarra (Co. Clare) M 26.01.08 TG
 Little Egret Loughaunrone, Nr. Oranmore 1 27.01.08 TC
 Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 28.01.08 TC
 Twite Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 29.01.08 TG
 Kumlien's Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 30.01.08 TG
 Common Sandpiper Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 02.02.08 TG (8)
 Little Egret Kilcolgan 1 03.02.08 MtC
 Little Gull Mutton Island, Galway City 3 03.02.08 PT
 Purple Sandpiper Salthill, Galway City 5 03.02.08 PT
 Kumlien's Gull Rossaveal 2ndW 04.02.08 RB
 Little Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 05.02.08 TG
 Velvet Scoter Newtownlynch Pier F 07.02.08 TG (9)
 Long-tailed Duck Newtownlynch Pier 1 07.02.08 TG
 Brent Goose South Park, Galway City 230 07.02.08 MB
 Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 3 (2A&1stW) 08.02.08 TC, DCh, RM & TG
 Iceland Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 13 (3A, 10-1stW&2ndW) 08.02.08 TC, DCh, RM & TG
 Little Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 08.02.08 TC, DCh, RM & TG
 Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2-1stW 08.02.08 TC, DCh, RM & TG
 Hen Harrier Luimnagh, Lough Corrib F 09.02.08 DCo
 Sandwich Tern Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 4 09.02.08 DB
 Kumlien's Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 09.02.08 DB (10)
 Glaucous Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1stW & 2ndW 09.02.08 DB
 Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 4A 09.02.08 DB
 Common Sandpiper Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 10.02.08 TG (11)
 Lesser Scaup Lough Rea 1 11.02.08 AK & PK
 Kumlien's Gull Galway City docks 2ndW 13.02.08 TG
 Merlin Ardnasillagh, Nr. Oughterard M 13.02.08 MtC
 Hen Harrier Menlo Ringtail 14.02.08 PT
 Blackcap Menlo Ringtail 14.02.08 PT
 Little Gull Galway City docks 1 15.02.08 TG
 Snowy Owl Spiddal 1 15.02.08 AOD & GOD
 Dipper Loughrea town 1 16.02.08 PC (12)
 Whooper Swan Rahasane Turlough 107 17.02.08 PC
 Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 81 17.02.08 PC
 Kumlien's Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 17.03.08 TG
 Little Egret Rinville Bay, Nr. Oranmore 3 18.02.08 SMcC
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 Common Buzzard Rahasane Turlough 1 22.02.08 ?
 Mediterranean Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 23.02.08 PS
 Kumlien's Gull Rossaveal 2ndW 23.02.08 PS
 Hen Harrier Curraghline, Lough Corrib Ringtail 23.02.08 PS
 Hen Harrier Sonnagh, Nr. Kilchreest 1 23.02.08 ? (13)
 Scaup Lough Atalia, Galway City 25 24.02.08 PS
 Hen Harrier Nr. Athenry M 24.02.08 PS
 Dipper Nr. Athenry 1 24.02.08 PS
 American Herring Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 24.02.08 PS & TC
 Iceland Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 17 24.02.08 PS & TC (14)
 Little Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2-1stW 24.02.08 PS & TC
 Mediterranean Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 24.02.08 PS & TC
 Little Egret Rusheen Bay, Galway City 2 25.02.08 JC
 Surf Scoter Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2-1stWF 26.02.08 Many obs. (15)
 Little Egret Rusheen Bay, Galway City 2 25.02.08 JC
 Little Egret Rusheen Bay, Galway City 3 27.02.08 TG
 Little Gull Mutton Island Causeway, Galway City 2 27.02.08 TG
 Little Egret Kilcolgan 2 28.02.08 TG
 Mediterranean Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City A 28.02.08 TG
 Green Sandpiper Cloonkeen Bridge, Abbert R., Nr. Tuam 1 28.02.08 PT
 Kumlien's Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2ndW 02.03.08 ?
 Little Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 02.03.08 JC
 Little Egret between Tawin & Kilcaimin 3 02.03.08 CC
 Peregrine Ballinacourty 1 04.03.08 MK & MaK
 Sandwich Tern Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 5 06.03.08 TG
 Little Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 1 06.03.08 TG
 Iceland Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 14 08.03.08 TG
 Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 98 17.03.08 PC
 Greylag Goose Rahasane Turlough 1 17.03.08 PC (16)
 Merlin Claregalway F 17.03.08 JG
 Wheatear Nr. Cleggan 1 17.03.08 PT
 Woodcock Coolagh Hill, Galway City 12 17.03.08 CP
 Peregrine Coolagh Hill, Galway City 1 17.03.08 CP
 Ring-billed Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 2 17.03.09 TG
 Little Egret Clifden Harbour 2 18.03.08 BJ
 Sand Martin Tuam 1 18.03.08 JG
 Iceland Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 12 20.03.08 TG
 Little Egret Rinville , Nr. Oranmore 20 21.03.08 PT (17)
 Woodcock Rinville , Nr. Oranmore 1 21.03.08 PT
 American Wigeon Rahasane Turlough M 22.03.08 JM (18)
 Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 83 22.03.08 JM
 Yellowhammer Oakwood North, Abbey 3 22.03.08 PT
 Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 93 23.03.08 TG
 Black Guillemot Salthill, Galway City 1 24.03.08 DOK (19)
 Ruff Rahasane Turlough 3 25.03.08 TG
 Whooper Swan west over Knocknacarra, Galway City 23 27.03.08 TG
 Little Egret Rahasane Turlough 12 29.03.08 DMcN
 Iceland Gull Nimmo's Pier, Galway City 11 29.03.08 TG
 Marsh Harrier Angliham, Lough Corrib F 30.03.08 TG (20)
 Jack Snipe Slieve Aughties, Nr. Derrybrien 1 30.03.08 PC, JC & NS
 Merlin Slieve Aughties, Nr. Derrybrien 1 30.03.08 PC, JC & NS
 Common Buzzard Slieve Aughties, Nr. Derrybrien 1 30.03.08 PC, JC & NS
 Hen Harrier Slieve Aughties, Nr. Derrybrien 2 30.03.08 PC, JC & NS
 Crossbill Slieve Aughties, Nr. Derrybrien 4 30.03.08 PC, JC & NS
 Ruff Rahasane Turlough 5 30.03.08 JM
 Greenland White-fronted Goose Rahasane Turlough 93 30.03.08 JM
 Swallow Headford 1 30.03.08 CC
 Jack Snipe Mutton Island, Galway City 4 31.03.08 MD

 OTHER BEASTIES
 Otter Mutton Island, Galway City 1 10.01.08 MD

ABBREVIATIONS CONTRIBUTORS
A = Adult; W = Winter; M = male; F = female;  Hyb. = Hybrid. TG = Tim Griffin; PT = Paul Troake; DB = Dermot Breen; 

PC = Pete Capsey; TC = Tom Cuffe; MD = Michael Davis;       
NOTES DC= Deirdre Comerford; AO'D = Aonghus O'Donaill;
 1 = Bird from last quarter again present.  11 = Possibly the same bird as seen in the docks/pier area. CP = Chris Peppiatt; CC = Chris Cook; JC = John Carey;
 2 = Bird from last quarter present until 31.03.08.  12 = One present again on 05.03.08 (JC). MB = Martin Byrnes; DCh = Derek Charles; 
 3 = Birds from last quarter again present until 01.03.08  13 = Feeding on a Red Grouse. MtC = Marianne ten Cate; UF = Una Fleming;
 4 = Another or the same seen again on 06.03.08.  14 = Including 3A, 2ndW & 11-1stW. JG = Jo Gordon; PK = Padraig Keirns; 
 5 = Bird from last quarter present until 01.02.08 at least.  15 = Presumably including the earlier single bird, present at Galway or Rossaveal until the end of the quarter. DOK = David O'Keefe; GOD = Ger O'Donnell;
 6 = Bird from Galway City wanders around the bay.  16 = Apparently wild, with  Greenland flock last winter and this winter. NS = Neil Sharkey; RB = Richard Bonser;
 7 = Present until the end of the quarter.  17 = Roost site. PS = Paul Slade; RM = Richard Millington;
 8 = Present in the docks area until at least 24.02.08.  18 = Still present on 30.03.08 at least. AK  = Andrea Kelly; PK = Paul Kelly; MaK = Marie Kelly;
 9 = Present until 09.02.08 at least.  19 = Unusual here, common on south side of Galway Bay and further west. MK = Michael Kelly; SMcC = Stephen McCleary;
 10 = Including 2ndW with missing leg.  20 = Possibly the bird from last year overwintering. JM = John Miurphy; DMcN = Dave McNamara;

JG = Jim Glennon; BJ = Bernie Jeffries.
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